CITY PORTRALIT

BERLIN

STAR PORTRAIT

GILBERTO

SANTA ROSA

SALSA-MOVE

EDDIE
ORRES



sALSA BUSINESS

Marchart & Dowving

BUSTHESS

Marchant & Davina Birch

If wou run Info good Bitsh dancers and ask them whera
fhey learmad 1o dance, you alveays get fha some onswern
"Marchant ond Dovinal They're the best teachers everd”
Tha Brite ara romne than wilng ta foveel long disfonces to
toke lassors with thasa fwa, Tish, Scaltith, Bnglth ond mie-
arwhiie doncers from:ofher Europaon countries o sveor
by the "srrooth”, “soft" and elegani sthia of the

South Africon ond his beautifd wife and porfrer

Dorvina. AT the MarsboCity 5 Star Congress near

Londian Heaffwow lost Moy, we saow just Fow po-

plor thesa hwo reclly are. With the: crmay of big

infernofionad stas present, the orgonlsers had

given tha fwo more reglonally known doncers

o somawnal srmaler room for thelr wworkshop, Teey smolby
dicin't expech the shamm of people thot wa witnisssed thare,
We took o peak inta the rocm towards fra and of tha wark-
thop ond couldn't awen spot the leachars atfirst. They me-
vad so afforflessly through the fighily pocked crowd, giving
advice hane and fhers, onawering quasiiors and demons-
fresfing cogoin and agoin baow the enthusiostic pupils could
gacute e figures they wara belng faught In o smocth
and pracie monnar. The aimosphene falf Tke one big fo-
rrity, ewven though thers wane counfless parficipants. 5o
rrearry I fact that they not anly Cormpletaly filed the donce
ficor at thie centra of the room but ako Fha copeted aneas
oround fhe edoe, Morchont and Doving monoged o pud
o srmile on the fnsiated foce: and helpad cwlosond homs
ond figuras fo bacome noficachly more fiid. At the end
of the anahour moduse necrhy evenicne was dancing fhe
tfaps thew'd leomed togather In perfect synchrony, Thera

wWioti joy, glowing foces ond moplousse, but there was o=o
sorma fustrafion and onnovonce; why on earth was tha
oo w0 smal You just con't give Marchant and Daving
such o smal spoceal
We cmonged to meat with the coupi for on interviesy during
fhe congress. We wonbed fo mow mone obout the bea of
ther, nof cnly coout their recipe for success and
spacial approoch, but obo how ey dikcovensd
s0ka in ihe fist place. Wa dicovarsd. that fhey
are hws very fiendly peoole who ans uribelevably
different, but neverthelass harmanke with each
ather perfachy. Without having fo evan fouch on
the subjeck, it soon becorne obvious why they o
o Incradbly popular: ik thel csokde dadicafion. It & 5o
obvious thot they boliy iove the cance ond Fey kove the
ridslc, Bub the poir of tharm dsg love the Tecching procas:,
They lowa fo find out how' paopla leom o lecd ond fo ba
lad, They love to eapaniment and fo hweck. They ore fosclk
nafed by the idea of binging pecoia dicserfo the feelng of
salsa, evplahning i &5 a0 hvpe onguoge for communicating
Wit four parinas a longuage which & not st aboul spao-
king, bub more mporfonily obaut understandiig. How con
yvou communicote such sublle fesfngs and such noivicuc
ond wibjecive percaplions$ How con vou feach somaons
to become a sngle uni with another dancers
In darchant and Daving we o Two stoes thot al some
peint Had merged ta becorma one. Twa very diferent dan-
cars who enhance eoch ofhar parfectly, samehow meling
info ana, They ara aka twao teachers who are oble fo con-
finually learm fram fhalr sudents.
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MARCHANT: | staded dancing when | was a B4, becouss n
South Afcn that's something vour mum dogs 'sith o, fau
don't do farnal clageed, you jel dince al home. And than
whan | fumied saven vear o | 20w a bakoam demarstohion
al aur primarny schoal

It wems fhe mast beoutitul fhing | had evar sesn in my e, I wos
5o grocahd, | graw up R the dowrhip ana i wias Yans reugh,
It s just sch o grocshl, baoulihd dorce - such o conlrad
Ia ol | s nofmaly sad fod | just sow e people fodlng
ard when | vaenl homsa | sad fo my nium: * want 1o donce
bakcam!®

o ws e, RealkyE” Wal, it wasa't normial for o boy e wan!
b dix Bal Bud | perastad ond s pul ma ino baksom sehoal,
st load @ 20 much. | iwon o ol of compe@iom in baloam,

A1 Fhal fira oy Brather statad galing info simel donce, Ha
s oider than me dnd 0 | Horted fagoing olong ¥ him and
he wiouid feoch mea shieet donce s,

| Bager dancing i his donce group s wall Hewas o fonkzic
chonsagropngs. | was with hie chorsagrpny that | wan ha
champlorships in South Afica,

MARCHANT: | on our nafional chompionships o Joz n
South Adtco = whiof vou cal Sakn haia In Burooe becowse it s
donced ks jae misl: - Alican and Amadcon ja music, Thay
donce fo e sore drm which hapgens on counts three and
servan. They con cros-phsa the fiming as wal, 5o it's boscaly
s, DUl they Bink ey ama the only ones daing il Whar |

56 SALSA

When T teerveedd seve pe-
aary odel, §eare o beadirowarn
edermnsdeeed doee @l o
pernacy sehood, Tt s the
Jreias ."Jr*ric.l.'{llr.;r.-".'.".'nr.',-.h_r ¥ fheaed

cdma 1o Engand
| iedimd "Ch my
god, ¥t e somea
carcel”  But s
more ke cuban.
IFs croular, mona
croulor 5o e |
wan ouf nefonal chamgiorships. That vt i 1995, The pros
wiis a ko of maney af that fima i South Aca, [ soy fhe e a
chanca fo gal awdy and tesa b of Brope

| it wanl {0 England ond wankad o wea thal os my bosa
iy plon was ba bockpack theaush Baoipe, Bul on fhe Bight ha
England a stevardass racaghiad me bom dandng and she
{old ma: "They'wa paf the some doncedin Engond.” "Rectiy?" |
cthad mather ieepacally, 5o sha hald me whana to go. | waksd
in fe chib and inought: "0k my gad, 7' the same thingl®

o | storted dancing hema n Englond, Lofs on, Poul Young,
whic didd e Salsa UE Cangras bedoa, oked me ho coms dnd
feach. "1 pay vou'®, ha sad, In Afdco we dra nat usad o gat
ing pak far ol Ho one wolld o a class o pay o leachst
baoaus evanybody Enows how to doncal

But ha irritad rre to comea and feach o oo for him, And hal
s 1 shart,

v sevn i ey e 1w
wn graveful,”

paviMa: | frcired in bobal, top, o - oo dance & we in
Burope undsrsiand 0 —as a child, Than | kook & bradk freen
dancing bacadsa | venl 1o da o Gagiaa ik drerna and the-
atre studies. | warded to ba a shoge monager or somathing
i ok, Bl | just mitssd doncing so much whils D wos shudye-

Ehure arfichs with Monos

T weret huwene T seeeed b my
srutint: T et div el
I rQ .
beollrmnom! St way lbe,

g, Whan | firishad e 1t e ;
Lﬁm? | dacidad Fenlly P Wl 8t wwasns
that | werthad ho get narentd for o bery fo ol

back info dancing
ggan. 30 | warl
back and sludiad
te beach madam theatne dakce and bap. | tad o teach
Ireashie o — o a5 wa knaw I, | ieslonced lof severol ye-
art. Onie of my Inends did o beginnes saso couna, And | e
aly kv katin misic, & sounds really good, But | used fo work
evienings ol e fime and | just-didn'l ke tha me o leam
arything. Once | wanl with ber ‘o o club which wes qubs
farnous Back In 1he day in London - "the Anca”, | wias cne
of the frst iafin dubs in London,.. Most pecple were doncing
cuban, so for me.os o dancer, | could [ go.in and follow,
i wios aufs dmpla. Then ans day we saw a prmotion fara
sokn waaksnder and we houghl: *Oh Bhol souncs e d ol
of funl® 3zthe twao of w went fo what tumed oul bo bas the
LIE Balsa Copgres, and | waked inoand_ v jae just drop-
pad to 1ha fooilll Because evervihing | hod dons betors
wias in thatone finy it club. Thees ware 2,000 paopls thers
ard | hod fever seen "cros bady'!, onid | didn'l know whal
sakn wer | just fippad oull *I'va got fo keam this.. | howa o
kzaim e 1 just hoppensd 1o Ine up with Bua corser Braok |
Wil hindng for o law monthe. | hid re-lecolad and wis oa-
Kinig for nesy jobe 5 | hod o B ime on my hands, | ihaughl
why nal go b dass ond lsarn how ko do Shis oos-body
g, | dion't even know what cross-docy-lead wias af the
ime, | uist kind of pickad Hup. (Loughs) Tk k going ho sound
owful, Bk af tha congrasy | weanl to the beginnes ciats dna
faund that they weien'! feaching the women back Hen -

fir |'|!l!.| .|'.I':'|".|'|'. "
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T s prodably one of
thesse reedly cenirping wo-
i el e cangress, yon
ke, st thed kind off
e e wreanr ek’ -

it was al jor fha
mary, nothing for
it wisrman. | knd

ol zoomed up ereent. & aliednt Eenosr ihod

irrsugh e el fir loa! T il ¥ kementy sokecd
laaghe) to e ir- aveptiunge sl ”
lermedaie laved | : :

Wi prebabhy one

af thasa iaaly ornoying womean af the congrsds, wou o,
Just - thit kind of *in the wrong doss® women, | didn™t now
whiah bo dol | didn’t know swhot anytiing rraant. They shar-
ied chorang porinses and | wias so conhused, | didn'l Enow
whial wias going onl 5ol come Dack and | Shavahd 1'va gatio
lecarr this nowe | raoly wanhad o kearm how! 1o [oliow.

Tha Fnca hod & daks on Thusday evenings which was free
and they hod an infemediots o advanced ciesx, | thaughd
wel thot's the cioss | andad Up In af 1ha congrass whers | fal
| wias ochioly keaming somedhing. It ust so hoppened fo ba
Marchant's chos. I wets realy good and | houghlt he was o
good teachsar,

MARCHANT: Frsi of af you could see hal She Wi 0 ransd
dancat ouf the Gdn't tnderstand 5saka. she was Me rght-
mae-saman i my ckes vod imow, the Bnd of womon
that |ust goes up the levels withot siaing In beginners iong
anoigh, fough|

Cutviie: M o0k me about twe manths baloes | knew whal cross
bedyHead e, Al the g | dancad wilh woutd say "Oh, you
danca bnd of cuban The wi becolss 'd only aaly fese-

| ey 5?
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“Whe s the fi:%'.i'iltj'.r.'.'.'l.l'?-
AR i my class, you |

Eno, the kind of womean

shlad cubam, 50 | wos going
araund In cnches. Bvarfualy |
oskad thern fo eeplan wit
they reant. And they soid:
“bacouse you am mosing n
circles, ond we Iny io donce in
a ina’ And Dwos e "ORC And fay eplanad: *That &5 the
cros-bodyeod."” And | fhaoght "OhI” Thet's whan | want o
Marchant and asked *Con vou plecsa give me some pivads
leesors here, give rra o foundation.”

MARCHANT: Bacause she wos very good In feashde dancing,
she & froined fo'donce on: har ovm. Bub she: had never dona
parner dancng. the hod never rained in tat.

oaviHA: Yeoh. | don't undersiond . And thot's o b of a pro-
blaim In quite o few oreas where vou don't hove o famcle
teacher n clas o explab o e wornen what vou should
e faading. oy hove o femaole, fhey might ghe vau stving,
theyy mony soy "stap hana" "step thera'!, But vou don't ko
wiiy. You inow, wou quite often con't pet thal explaired,
And fnat borme 15 realy important. Fist ond fonamgst, nat's
iy foty, mry ok Bt teach folowing. And that's what ha
fought me. Thot's te first Fhing. You'con ' do stving closses,
vt don't inferfers, leorm fo follow,

ARCHANT- Wi work with fhe philosapby of folkowing, Leoding is
primary and siving = secondary, When | sow Doving, Hhougind
sha had crmezng potenfiol to be o performer Dud she dldn'
wndersiond the fundormental of porings doncing, 3o that's
what wa meaded fo focus on, s baskedly throwgh Daving's
davalcomeni ot Achemy Dance: Cormpany wis siatad,
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that just gores up the fevels
without staying in begin-
ners long enough.”

Wit dancing with different pamers, but | worhed
to do samething credafive wih her | hought i waukd
ba good o sfart o concea team so | brouahd In o fow
iriends that | had warked with beéors n ofher oraas.
We completad the feor and | osked Daving fo cho
recaraph. somafhing. for her bockorsund fo Tho
Puante's song Timbalio", Sné dd that baautifiuly, And the
irira we choeoorophed together, Thot was e stort of Ak
chermy Donce Corepary, i you ses fhat chorecaraphy, iF's
basicaly Davina's woek | wios realy surprised whart corma oud,
IFwasmally nice. | ked i, | wouldn't hove sapectad thet..

DawiMa: YEAH, a blg far.

MARCHANT: YESHIN & Rig. big, big_. BKG fan, Tio was very
ahead of his frma Inwhat ha waos daing back than. Ha wios
qoing fothe oz clube in Mew York - block oz ol - and
P s nod Block, ha wias loding, | grewy up with Bee: oz mu-
sic i Scufh Afrca, 5o | love Bt kind of musle, Tiia's musle,
his smooth jez k& 30 beoufiul., Tite & by for our favourite
musician,

i
VAT P

MARCHANT: If cornes frorm my kove of smooth joez muske ond
frorn my balroorn fraiting. Whol | bormow frorm e bolioem
ks the faciihy In foxdrat. Skowdow.._. thal kind of smooih
fawirat, the smooth feeling of faxtrof, | wonted fo incopo-

Share orticie with iznds: n l‘:
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I went to Marchant and

= asked Can you please

AU I SONLE e

lessons here, give me
a fonmdation.

ryhe thot indo solso. W e o do crea-
fiva choreographlas. W love joez music.
ocnd | love o Incoporate things from
coniemponary dancing. os does Doving
in her canca. Thene e some things |
Tke frovm jozz, IF [see someihing contempaorary, | ask Doving
"Howe do vou do that?! Bhe shows me the comack fech-
ricque cnd | sy | want fa hows Fhal kind of kbok e fhaf kind
of feal of o poriculsr stap frory contemporany of jazz. Da-
wind wil fran show me.

panA: s Besn vaars of asparranting raaly, Bn't i#% Bve-
mything wa-do... We love feaching. Cne of the things we love
& whot wia get bock from our shidands, Wa've laomed o lat
Trowrn tham, you mow, Wien we want o get sormeshing acros
fe tham fhad Fey don't undestond, we ind ancther way o
eoplan &, Different exercises that o going i help ihem de-
vefnp those fachrigues. [1's baan veos of eqaimenting. From
my perspeciva, the famale parspechive - [ka | sad eofar = |
Coidn't foliow when | corme o solsa. Well, some giis ans weny
nurural, it st comes ecsky 1o them, F dldn't come aasly ko ma
af oll, Bk e just epanmiandad, didnt wes For bours I sas *Tre
this", "Try that", wou know, and thet's how wa devsloped o
fachnique, o philesophy and the mafhods

MARCHANT: Scieniific mafhods fa davelop the fealing of fak
lowing. i reolly B o feelng, and feelinces cre not nomudly
wrignfific, Bt wa took up the chalenge of frving 1o find a
sclentific approach fo findng e feaing. We have 5 levels

In cur, When sormsons cormas from o dif

faneni schoolwe don't wont them o fasl
bod. You know, I they ware advenced
somenwhers Blg and wa hum oround
ard sy “No, vou're not advarcad in
ourschonl,” That's wing wa work witti o number system, Wa
haowva something colled on assessment dance, IF viou'ra new
fo our school, you coma beforehand for-an ossessmant. [
ol ane male, vou donce with Doving ond | woich. Sha wil
aive vou fagdbaock from ihe feeling perpective; | wil give
vl feed bock frorman oesthetlic perpactive. Whol vou feel
ol could work on, what I good, your sfrengfhs and our
waaknassas, They wil ba iniha dght leval, 'Wa know whal
eoch of oursfudents need fo focus on nest. Wa tall them,
okoy, you've mosterad that now, fris nesd thing vou nead ta
work an B thof. s that kind of appmoch, it's ke o schoal.
There ans lofs of ploces or solsa clubs where shicents go and
chosewhiot leval of chos they do, But i doesn'twior [ke that
ot aur schaol We cllocofa fhe comact leval for our sudants.

MARCHANT: Wil T Thing B... Hmim. Well soch isacher has o
differanit sha, rghts Bvan though we dl Teach cross body shde,
wia ol nferpret this so diffenantty.

b beval 3 we gel the shudents vsed 1o our stvie, o the smoo-
fhness, smoothing cut everything nstead of Being sharp dbout
fhings, We [ust smooth tharm out, give them tha comact fech-
rigue for the fundomeandal furs < Irelde fum, cutsde fum, drole
ham = In our cpproach. Cnea they get usad io thaf feelng, fhen
Wi Sy oky, noe waowt] reoa vou o bevel 4, And level S onl,
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“yex, [ have feelings

for her, but this s

dangerous. You

Wi et S e, codhem § o0y samenng, o know, it can syl
2 Whr db oy tvnch all the el N.ﬂr}n&m# Sardn f
by i e didihoint Boved i Vit it start rm‘.'.{:r}:'gm her?

Tell her ar é’eﬁjﬂ it i
myseff?

RAARCHANT LOOES AT DANINA SEARCHNG FOR
HELP.., SHE JUST LAUGHS...

MARCHANT: A | doing all e fofdng@ds
Hriram. Ckaoy.. The saka cofhure in England, what wie coll tha
"anguage”, B onl,

DAMHA: The Sommon language...

WARCHANT: Tal, the common longuage, Frat's whab e mo:
joity of Englsh dancer speak, what they daonce. When wa
facch pecple from the bagireing, ouraim & ot ey con go
anywhera in ihe country ond dance with anybody, We don't
wint fo Bolode tham from the rest of e cormmnity, 30 fhat's
the first thing. When Ehey et o obout level 1 wesay fothem
“fheea B an aftemartive kngeage" which B coled ani, which
Wi fead viou should olio leam, Bacaisa once wou undardond
both, a5 o male You con offer the kady the choice of “wauld
voul ke Bo dance onl or end”, For s 0 good ieod ond o
aood foliewsr con-do Do s st o diferendt rrihen, bask
corly, 3o thal's what wa iy ho develicp = rmutiingual donces
jretecid of st one. Wa oko do bootcamps and weekends
whara wa corvert paople fo onl

DabA: W storfed Fhese weekands becowse we hod fought o
lot of waekenders beforn. Wa found ot Thare wans 5o rany
differant closses ot conpresies ond waskenders, ond fhe
faachess wana of corfradicting eoch other IF's ret Fof ary-
body i fght or wrong, 1's st ot i ol o dfferant, Shudents
gel etcted and confused, fheir haodk get filed up with-al
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ihosa different Ideas, especilly b the lower
levals, Thay wont more = more progression,
iy want 1o gat beter They micht nothava
 teacher In et kool area, Wa hove pac-
ple traviedng from al ower the place 5o ey
can immese fhemestves Inone methods-
logy for ihe whole weskand. The dfierence
Wil 188 In people babwesan Fidoy and Sundoy k-ke onother
peronl Bpecialy when vou corvart peopls fo ond, becosse
wiz ban onl, We say; "thers Enoonl for the whols waakend",
Peaple just immeesa therrsehées. Thay walk In and hove never
donced on?in feklie, they wolk oot and they can dance on2.

RARCHANT: |f Teeds realy revarding.
naviNA: |F &, yeoh, we love I,
RARCHANT: [F's our fovauribe way of feaching.

RARCHANT: Well... YES. Wa both went fo Cape Townl in Jonu-
ory for comival. The cormival & jusk cromy < iHs jusk dnoms ond
drume and druns.,,

DA Bt funky dorres!

MARCHANT: FLnky dnims! Frorn congas ond cloves fo snome
aruers and bose durs. Al types of drums ond rhiytirmg., s
fhe colsbrafion of freeddm from sovery on Jonuary 2 evary
vacr. And it comes on unfil Febnary.

oavina: & [of of peopla haven't heord of If, becouse octu-
alty it anly goes through Cope Town cify candre on oha doy

Shore orticie with fizras:

“Thavina s not just mey

e, '-'.'E'-e’i'ii'"!:l bhest
.f‘.l"."F."Ir."'l ton. "

ond thats Jonuory 2 which i

whan 1he daves wsed io hove

falr oy clay off: '3 the onhy day ey do fha poarcdain the
ity cenire. Tha rast of the fma they stoy in fre tovmships.
5o on that one doy wa'ne folking about 25,000 paople... ii's
mcksive, 'We joinad a team |ost veor ond fhene wers |.000
pacole oo bearn, There oresorme bigoer ond some smal-
ler fmarre; bul it's just the most amozng expedance...
MARCHANT: There are about N fearrs, 3o it's crozy!

oaHA: Taoh, wa Tke thol, Going fo Cape Town i jus omo-
Angl You e somounded by al Fresa dnarrs and s cromness,
and wou come bock Tee: "Yeoh! Come on, l8f's choreo-
graph sormnething!” And vou've gof al ihe live joz boncs cut
Fharer, The miuskz...

WARCHANT: Bveryona [s o musiclon... or a dancer., laughs|
Ard that's wiy | never thought | would be o donce insinic-
for. In Affica, ifvou soy yvou woni fo feocch donca, évens-
ona wil laugh of you becawsa evarbody can dancea, Thay
won't poy vou o leom to dancelll "'m e Aficon, man, I've
gt rhivtiinl | don't dio closses! Ane yvou mods®

MARCHANT: Soko s Frovaling over fhers ond saka rusic, foa
Lo they knowe it And there one olo some apardte solaa
chibs. There ore paopls fichiing about whal & jaz, whol &
saka, who b e bather dancer.

They moke o big diferance. Buf | say o tham *i'sthe somel™.
it's cll thiz samea. Thana's |ust a differend fealng chautii
masbA: ke Marchont soid bedore, people thens hove nevar
actualy been fo cles. They fedl the rivthm and they one 52

Kk

graavyl You donce with fhem ond wou can achoaly

feal fra muslc frough Frem. Thew don't lsad complk
cota pathams, they Lstdo loks of cress ovars. |raaly anfoy darn-
cing thers, The misicaity 5 just omazing.

MARCHANT: 'Wal, we have bean fands for wome years.. And
whan vou work with somebody and you anjoy wondng To-
cathes yvou reaina thal wihat you Bee & tha same, what fvpa
of muec you lka E the samae, whot you e doing in sour span
firea s the same, and vou just grow closer and choser fogafher,
You become best ends ond you baoome ust o affoched
and vou Tollin fiove_. And ves, Dosing i mmywife, my best friand
andmy donce poriner,

DAVINA: Wi worked fogefher theae veors bedons we actualy
bacamea a proper coupla.

MARCHANT: Teah. Sut befors wa wenf info Fhort relafiorship, |
theught fo rmsel; ves, | hove fealings for hee but fhis & dange-
rods, Yol know, | oan spol everything. 5o do | stord falking fo
hard Tal hier or keeo It to myals And we faked... Wa spand
cimost every mingis fogather and o kot of people oy that’s
unheattry, Bt you know, af the rmonnent 5 wons forus,
Db Yeah, end | hink IF works 5o well becousa we werked
fogather along fime before westated our reklionship, 'Wa
kreerer moch ofhar, wa wara oood fiends, The relofionship hod
firma 1o grovr deaper,

MARCHANT: Taoh. At | said, sha & net jusd my wile, she & my
bt fiand, oo

A Bl
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